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The effect of this brief tour, George's fourth in Great Britain,
was so important that friends extracted from him a promise to
return soon and make an extended speaking campaign, with
expenses guaranteed. After a few weeks in the United States
devoted to lecturing and to attending a tariff reform conference
as a delegate from the New York Free Trade League, he de-
parted for England in March, 1889, with his wife, his two
daughters, and a young friend, Mary Cranford.
Beginning with a joyous greeting at Southampton from a
large group who came out on the tender to meet them, the
Americans had an unforgettable experience. They were enter-
tained graciously and traveled about England and Scotland.
George spoke often. Perhaps his outstanding address was one
entitled Thy Kingdom Come," delivered in Glasgow City
Hall20 under the auspices of the Henry George Institute. It was
more of a sermon fhari a speech:
Early Christianity did not mean [said George] in its prayer for
the coming of Christ's Kingdom in heaven but a kingdom on earth.
If Christ had simply preached of the other world, the high priests
and the Pharisees would not have persecuted Him, the Roman
soldiery would not have nailed His hands to the cross. Why was
Christianity persecuted! Why were its first professors thrown to
wild beasts, burned to light a tyrant's gardens, hounded, tortured,
put to death by all the cruel devices that a devilish ingenuity could
suggest?...
What was persecuted was a great movement for social reform—
the Gospel of Justice—heard by common fishermen with gladness,
carried by laborers and slaves into the Imperial City. The Christian
revelation was the doctrine of human equality, of the fatherhood
of God, of the brotherhood of man. It struck at the very base of that
monstrous tyranny that then oppressed the civilized world; it struck
at the fetters of the captives, at the bonds of the slave, at the mon-
strous injustice which allowed a class to revel on the proceeds of
labor, while those who did the labor fared scantily. That is the
reason why early Christianity was persecuted. And when they would
no longer hold it down, then the privileged classes adopted and per-
verted the new faith- and it became, in its very triumph, not the
pure Christianity of the early days, but a Christianity that, to a very
great extent, was the servitor of the privileged classes	There
has been no failure of Christianity. The failure has been in the sort
of Christianity that has been preached,

